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only a few white persons, until his arival at Dixon. From
Dixon, he crossed over the country eastward to Chicago.
Having made no discoveries, on his route, to suit his purpose,
he concluded once more to explore the western shore of Lake
Michigan. On his way northward, along the shore of the Lake,
and while attempting to cross Pike river, at its mouth, on the
bar, his horse mired in the quicksand, by which accident he
was thrown into the water. After considerable struggle of horse
and rider, in the miry pool, both fortunately succeeded in getting
on to the dry land. Turner had intended to reach Racine that
day, but as it was now nearly sunset, and as he was dripping
wet, he determined to camp down for the night. Having
turned out his horse to feed on the wild luxuriant grass, he
kindled his fire, prepared his evening meal, and made his
bivouac under the bright canopy of stars. This was on the
9th of June, 1835.

On the following morning Turner discovering an Indian
canoe lying near the shore, the idea at once occurred to him
to explore the river upward, with the view of ascertaining its
magnitude. Seated in the canoe, by the aid of a pole, he sound-
ed the depth of the water for a quarter of a mile up the stream.
The shores were bold, and upon a casual survey of the
land adjoining, he found it apparently well adapted for a
town site. His mind was now fully made up, that he had
discovered an admirable location for a commercial city. He
proceeded to Racine, and having procured an axe, and a few
other implements, returned the next day to Pike river, and
marked off his claim. In a few days, he had succeeded in
erecting upon it a small log house, which he covered with
bark. Having arranged things to establish his claim, which he
deemed essential in compliance with elaim laws, it became
necessary for him to return to Oswego county, N. Y., to settle
some affairs before laying off his proposed town into lots. As
it was a requisite of claim law, that some person should keep
possession during his absence, he arranged with Dr. Bush-
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